Biological Informatics Program Highlights –

· 28 July 2004.  NBII Invasives Species Article in Bioscience: Annie Simpson of the USGS Biological Informatics Office recently wrote, by invitation, the Viewpoint article for the July issue of Bioscience, the internationally renowned monthly publication of the American Institute of Biological Sciences. The article -- "The Global Invasive Species Information Network: What's in It for You?" -- highlights the importance of global collaboration of  database structure and standards to enable world-wide information sharing related to invasive species issues. Simpson detailed developments at the recent technical experts meeting held in Baltimore, MD, to implement a Global Invasive Species Information Network (GISIN).  Simpson is node manager for the Invasive Species Information Node, one of a dozen nodes of the USGS-coordinated National Biological Information Infrastructure.  (Ron Sepic, Reston, VA, 703-648-4218)
· 20 July, 2004.  Three USGS Biologists Honored by State Department:  T. Douglas Beard, Michael Ruggiero, and Annie Simpson were recipients of a Group Meritorious Honor Award for their contributions as part of a U.S. Delegation to the Seventh Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.  Assistant Secretary of State John F. Turner presented the award at a ceremony on July 20th at the State Department in Washington, D.C.   The citation on the award reads: "For extraordinary efforts to advance U.S. interests during the Seventh Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and further the conservation of biological diversity worldwide".  All three biologists work in the Office of Biological Informatics.  (Michael Ruggiero, Washington, DC, 202-786-3117)

· 7 July, 2004.  USGS-FWS Vegetation Mapping Projects Completed:  The USGS-NPS Vegetation Mapping Program has been working with Region 6 of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on vegetation classification, description, and mapping projects.  Recently completed projects include Ouray National Wildlife Refuge in Utah and Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge in South Dakota.  Rich suites of vegetation datasets (spatial, classification, and accuracy assessment) have been produced for use in refuge management and monitoring under respective refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plans and are available on the VMP web site http://biology.usgs.gov/npsveg/products/parkname.html. The goal of the VMP is to classify and map the vegetation communities of National Parks and assist sister bureaus such as Fish & Wildlife Service that have a natural resource component. Complete documentation is currently available for sixteen park units and these two refuge units. The VMP is managed by the USGS Center for Biological Informatics in cooperation with the NPS Inventory and Monitoring Program.  (Theresa Singh, Denver, 303-202-4227)
· 17 June  2004.  Bald Eagle Survey Site Cited in Science: The June 11, 2004 edition of Science mentioned that data and results of Midwinter Bald Eagle Surveys conducted in 1986-2000 are now available online at <http://ocid.nacse.org/qml/nbii/eagles/>. The Midwinter Bald Eagle Survey, coordinated and maintained by the Snake River Field Station of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Forest and Rangeland Ecosystem Science Center, is conducted every January to assess trends in numbers of wintering bald eagles in the lower 48 United States. Development of a data retrieval Web site for this survey was the result of a collaborative activity involving the National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII) Bird Conservation Node, the NBII Pacific Northwest Information Node, and their partners: the USGS Snake River Field Station and the Northwest Alliance for Computational Science & Engineering, who worked together to develop this Midwinter Bald Eagle Count Web site.  (Ron Sepic, Reston, VA  703-648-4218)

· 3 June 2004.  USGS Biologists to Present at Beijing International Symposium on Biological Invasions:  Five USGS scientists will participate in an invasive species meeting on 8-11 June that is co-sponsored by USGS, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and several other international organizations, to promote effective international communication and collaboration between ecologists, policy-makers, and quarantine officers in both eastern Asia and North America, so that the experience, research results, and resources of investigators may be shared for combating these common environmental and economic threats.  The exchanges of alien plants and animals across the Pacific Ocean are increasing markedly as commerce between these two distant regions has soared in the past few decades.  Annie Simpson, USGS/Biological Informatics Office, will form part of a panel discussion of information networks, specifically addressing the Global Invasive Species Information Network.  She will also give a seminar to Chinese scientists in Kunming, Yunnan Province, on invasive species information sharing and metadata standards.  (Annie Simpson, Reston, 703-648-4281)
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