Biological Informatics Program Highlights –

· 13 October 20004. USGS Scientist to Assist Taiwan, ROC With a Review of Their Natural Resources Vegetation Mapping Program: Karl Brown, USGS-BRD/CBI program manager for the USGS/NPS Vegetation Mapping Program will review the two year progress Taiwan is making with their natural resources vegetation mapping program from Oct. 25-30, 2004.  Karl will also present vegetation characterization concepts at the National Taiwan University to students, faculty, and Natural Resources professionals.  Gary Waggoner, retired USGS, will attend and assist based on his previous 2002 travel and exchange with the Taiwan, ROC vegetation mapping program. Taiwan has utilized protocols developed for their program through an on-going exchange. (Karl Brown, Denver, 303/202-4240).
· 13 October 20004. USGS Scientist to present fire and fuels protocols at the Colorado Forest Restoration Workshop:  Karl Brown, USGS-BRD/CBI will be presenting the USGS-NPS Vegetation Mapping program characterization cross walk to fire and fuels data and its utilization for management questions at the Hotel Colorado in Glenwood Springs, CO from Nov. 8-10. The National Interagency Fire Center is interested in the development of protocols for fuels data collection to assist in landscape risk assessment modeling. Dovetailing data collection with the vegetation characterization has been successful in the Glacier, Grand Teton, and Rocky Mountain National Parks and environs. Current research at Colorado State University will quantify the utility of the effort at Grand Teton. The CBI currently serves the USGS-NPS program finished products at: http://biology.usgs.gov/npsveg/products/parkname.html  (Karl Brown 303-202-4240)
· 25 August 2004.  USGS Tests Mobile Mapping Technology:  USGS scientists Karl Brown and

Theresa Singh will assist with mobile mapping evaluation and GPS signal testing under the deep forest canopy of Redwood National Park from Sept. 13-18. Over 80 hours of data have been collected to evaluate mobile mapping capability in challenging signal environments in Colorado and Indiana forests. This effort will characterize performance in the deep conifer forests of the California coastal redwoods. The evaluation will help determine the choice of mobile mapping equipment for vegetation and other natural resources surveys. (Karl Brown, Denver, CO, 303-202-4240)

· 28 July 2004.  NBII Invasives Species Article in Bioscience: Annie Simpson of the USGS Biological Informatics Office recently wrote, by invitation, the Viewpoint article for the July issue of Bioscience, the internationally renowned monthly publication of the American Institute of Biological Sciences. The article -- "The Global Invasive Species Information Network: What's in It for You?" -- highlights the importance of global collaboration of  database structure and standards to enable world-wide information sharing related to invasive species issues. Simpson detailed developments at the recent technical experts meeting held in Baltimore, MD, to implement a Global Invasive Species Information Network (GISIN).  Simpson is node manager for the Invasive Species Information Node, one of a dozen nodes of the USGS-coordinated National Biological Information Infrastructure.  (Ron Sepic, Reston, VA, 703-648-4218)
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