Biological Informatics Program Highlights –

· USGS Scientist Assists Standard Development in the FGDC Vegetation Subcommittee: In November, Karl Brown (CBI) was appointed the USGS representative to the Vegetation Subcommittee of the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC). This subcommittee will be meeting Dec 13-18 in Washington, DC.  The subcommittee focuses on Federal standards for vegetation characterization and the further development of the National Vegetation Classification Standard (NVCS).  This hierarchical system has been used for vegetation descriptions for the National Park Vegetation Mapping Program and other DOI Sister Bureau efforts. The Ecological Society of America has a working group devoted to the further development of finer unit distinctions of the National Vegetation Classification (NVC). This development will enable future sharing of vegetation descriptions across broad landscapes and assist natural resource managers in decision-making. A current need is to use vegetation data to further the understanding of community safety issues related to forest health and wildfire risk reduction. Brown manages the Vegetation Characterization Team and has worked with the NVCS since its development and adoption in 1994.  Details on the program standards can be seen at http://biology.usgs.gov/npsveg/classification/index.html (Karl Brown 303/202-4240) 

· USGS Scientist Assists Park and National Forest Efforts in Fuels Assessment: Karl Brown (CBI) will meet December 9-10 with fire and fuels staff of the Grand Teton National Park and Bridger Teton National Forest to assess fuels data collected during the vegetation characterization efforts since 2002. The fire and fuels data are a new protocol developed for the National Interagency Fire Center in Boise. The data will assist natural resource managers with fire risk analyses and community safety planning. Brown will meet with the park and forest staff along with Bureau of Reclamation GIS staff and academics from Colorado State University, Natural Resources Ecology Laboratory.  This protocol development is underway in both the Jackson Hole area and at the Rocky Mountain National Park and adjoining Arapaho Roosevelt National Forest in Colorado.  The vegetation was sampled using the National Vegetation Classification Standard (NVCS) adopted by the Vegetation Subcommittee of the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC). This protocol development will enable standardized data collection of fire and fuels data across broad landscapes and assist natural resource managers in decision-making. This effort supports the integration of vegetation data with fuels types to further the understanding of community safety issues related to forest health and wildfire risk reduction. Brown manages the Vegetation Characterization Team and has worked with the protocol development since 2003.  Details on the program can be seen at http://biology.usgs.gov/npsveg/products/parkname.htmlhtml (Karl Brown 303/202-4240) 

· 13 October 20004. USGS Scientist to Assist Taiwan, ROC With a Review of Their Natural Resources Vegetation Mapping Program: Karl Brown, USGS-BRD/CBI program manager for the USGS/NPS Vegetation Mapping Program will review the two year progress Taiwan is making with their natural resources vegetation mapping program from Oct. 25-30, 2004.  Karl will also present vegetation characterization concepts at the National Taiwan University to students, faculty, and Natural Resources professionals.  Gary Waggoner, retired USGS, will attend and assist based on his previous 2002 travel and exchange with the Taiwan, ROC vegetation mapping program. Taiwan has utilized protocols developed for their program through an on-going exchange. (Karl Brown, Denver, 303/202-4240).
· 13 October 20004. USGS Scientist to present fire and fuels protocols at the Colorado Forest Restoration Workshop:  Karl Brown, USGS-BRD/CBI will be presenting the USGS-NPS Vegetation Mapping program characterization cross walk to fire and fuels data and its utilization for management questions at the Hotel Colorado in Glenwood Springs, CO from Nov. 8-10. The National Interagency Fire Center is interested in the development of protocols for fuels data collection to assist in landscape risk assessment modeling. Dovetailing data collection with the vegetation characterization has been successful in the Glacier, Grand Teton, and Rocky Mountain National Parks and environs. Current research at Colorado State University will quantify the utility of the effort at Grand Teton. The CBI currently serves the USGS-NPS program finished products at: http://biology.usgs.gov/npsveg/products/parkname.html  (Karl Brown 303-202-4240)
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