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VEGETATION KEY FOR ASSATEAGUE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE

la. Vegetation woody, tall (height 2m o1 taller) ..........ccoeiiiiiieiiiiiiee e 2
1b. Vegetation generally Shorter than 21m ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiierieeeee e 8
2a. Vegetation predominantly needle-1eaved ............ccoocuieiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 3
2b. Vegetation predominantly deCidUOUS .........c.oecuieiiieiiiriiiieee et 5
3a. Vegetation more or less densely shaded ...........coocooviieiiiiiiiiiie e 4
3b. Vegetation more open, with patches of bare sand prevalent............ccccceeeevrereirnnenen.
........................................................ Pinus taeda / Hudsonia tomentosa Woodland

4a. Soils characterized by duff overlying sands; not influenced by water table
................................................... Pinus taeda / Myrica cerifera / Vitis rotundifolia Forest

4b. Soils characterized by moderately deep muck, surface water often present
................................................... Pinus taeda / Myrica cerifera / Osmunda regalis Forest

Sa. Tree species dominant (Prunus serotina, Aronia arbutifolia) (although individuals may

eXhibit MUILIPIE tIUNKS) ..vevviiiiiiiieiieiieciee ettt et ettt sae b e eer e e b e e s e e sraestaessnessbeesseesseesseensnas 6
5b. Shrub SPeCies AOMINANL .........c.eevvierierieireereerteerieeseesresereereeseesseesseesssessseasseesseesseesssesssesssessnes 7
6a. Soils not influenced by Water table..........ccveviiiiiiiiieiicie et sene e e

Prunus serotina / Myrica cerifera / Smilax rotundifolia Forest

6b. S0ils Wet ...c.eeoveveerieiirienes Acer rubrum - Nyssa sylvatica - Magnolia virginiana Forest

7a. Soils deep mucks with surface water common; hydrophytes present

......................................................................... Mpyrica cerifera / Hydrocotyle spp. Shrubland

7b. Soils drier (but still may be influenced by water table) ..........ccoceveevininieniiniiiiinceeee
........................... Mpyrica cerifera - Baccharis halimifolia / Spartina patens Shrubland

8a. Vegetation characterized by shrubs (>25% cover) < 2m tall, Or VINeS........cccceevvevriiiriieieeiieneenenne 9

8b. Vegetation characterized by Rerbs..........oocuviiiiiiiiiiiiicceece e 14

9a. Myrica pensylvanica dominant SHIUD ............ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiice e s 10

Ob. Vegetation NOt @S @DOVE ......ucccuiieciieciie et eetee et et et e e seteesveeestaeesebeeebaeessseesssaeessaessseeessens 11

10a. Vegetation of foredunes; patchy, sparse, with open sand patches common
.................................................................. Mpyrica pensylvanica / Diodia teres Shrubland
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10b. Vegetation of more stable substrate; bunch grasses (Schizachyrium scoparium,
Andropogon virginicus) and herbs Eupatorium hyssopifolium, E. rotundifolium, Gnaphalium
(670701070 ) H SRS
Mpyrica pensylvanica / Schizachyrium scoparium ssp. littorale - Eupatorium hyssopifolium
Sparse Shrubland

11a. Myrica cerifera dominant SHIUD............ccooiiiiiiiiiiii e s
........................... Mpyrica (cerifera, pensylvanica) - Vaccinium corymbosum Shrubland

11b. Vegetation NOt S ADOVE ......ccuiiciieiieiieriie sttt ettt e stte st e et e et et be e bt e satesateeneeenseeseenseenne 12
12a. Vines dominant...........ccccceeverueenee. Smilax glauca - Toxicodendron radicans Shrubland
12b. Shrubs dOMINANT. .......cocteitiiiiieiietereetee ettt ettt seesbee b b 13

13a. Dwarf-shrubs dOmiNant.............cc.eeeeuiriiiiiiiiieeieeciee ettt et e et veeeareesaveeens
............ Hudsonia tomentosa / Panicum (amarum, amarulum) Dwarf-shrubland

13b. Shrubs > 0.25m tall dominant............cccooceeviiiiiiniiee e
................... Baccharis halimifolia - Iva frutescens / Spartina patens Shrubland

14a. Herbaceous vegetation restricted to salt or brackish marshes (influenced by tidal
TIOOAINE) ...ttt ettt et e et e e st e e et e e e tbeessaee e sbeessseeesssaessseeessaeassseesnsseessseeans 15

14b. Herbaceous vegetation not tidally influenced .............ccceeeiiiieiiiiniiieciee e, 21

15a.  Spartina alterniflora present in quantity or in lesser amounts with Distichlis

R 2Tl 17 RSP PRR 16
15b.  Spartina alterniflora nearly to totally absent............cccoeeevveiiiiiniieecieeciee e, 18
16a. Spartina alterniflora monotypic with little bare substrate..............cccccevveennennn.
...... Spartina alterniflora / Ascophyllym nodosum Herbaceous Vegetation
16b. Vegetation N0t @S @DOVE......cvcviieiieiieeiieiieie ettt siee v e ere e esreesreesenesene e 17
17a. Distichlis Spicat@ PreValeNl...........ccvevcuieerieeriieeiieerteeree e sveeereeeereesaeeens

Spartina alterniflora / Ascophyllum nodosum Herbaceous Vegetation,

17b. Large algal mats present; Salicornia spp. usually present.........c...ccoeeverveenene
Salicornia spp. Sarcocornia perennis - Spartina alterniflora Herbaceous
Vegetation
18a. Juncus roemerianus dominant ......................... Juncus roemerianus Herbaceous Vegetation
18b. Sparting patens PreValent ...........ccveivveiiiiiieeiiesieeseeste e ereebe e e e eesaessesbeesseeseessaessnessneans 19
19a. Scirpus robustus PrEVAICNL..........c.ecvvierieiiecie ettt seeseesaesreebe e e e teesbesebessseessaesseens
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Spartina patens - Distichlis spicata - Borrichia frutescens Herbaceous Vegetation,
Scirpus robustus variant

19b. Scirpus rODUSIUS ADSENL........ccuvereierieiieeieesieesee e ste et ebeeseesseessaesssessseasseesseesseessaesssenns 20

20a. Tall graminoids PrEVAIENL .........c.cccvieeiieriierierieree ettt e e e s e sbeebe e e esseesseens
Typha angustifolia - Hibiscus moscheutos Herbaceous Vegetation

20b. Short Grasses PrEVALENL .......cccueviieiiieiieieier ettt ettt et e st st eebe et beesbeesaee s
Spartina patens - Distichlis spicata - Borrichia frutescens Herbaceous Vegetation

21a. Vegetation very sparse, dominated by fOrbs..........ccoovviiiriiiiiiiiiiiccieece et

...................... Cakile edentula ssp. edentula - Salsola caroliniana Herbaceous Vegetation

21D, Vegetation >10%0 COVET ....eiiuiiiiiiiiiieeieerteeite ettt ettt st st st e bt bt e bt e sbtesate et e eateebeenaeens 22
22a. Vegetation of dry sandy beaches and flats..........c..cceevvieviiiiiiiiiiie e 23
22b. Vegetation of sheltered areas influenced by seasonal water table ............ccceevevvercrierieveennen, 24

23a. Vegetation of foredunes, Ammophila breviligulata present in quUantity............cceeveerveenneens
..Ammophila breviligulata - Panicum (amarum, amarulum) Herbaceous Vegetation

23b. Vegetation of overwash areas, Scirpus pungens or Spartina patens present in
QUANTILY .vveevveeereeteeteesttestesereeeseesseesseesseesseesssessseasseesseesseesssesssesssessseassensseesssesssssssenssessesssennns
Spartina patens - Scirpus pungens - Solidago sempervirens (upland) Herbaceous
Vegetation

24a. Tall graminoid, depauperate, strongly dominated by Phragmites australis..............ccceceereennenne
.................. Phragmites australis Herbaceous Vegetation

24b. Vegetation 0f @reater diVETSILY.....cuiiiiieceiieiiiieirieeieeeeteeeieeesiteesreeestreesseesteeeseseeesseeessseenens 25

25a. Panicum virgatum prevalent to strongly dominant .............ccceeeevvevieeecieenciieeiie e
Panicum virgatum - Spartina patens Herbaceous Vegetation

25b. Panicum virgatum minor 10 @DSENL..........c.vcvriereeieeiireeireerieeseesresresreereesseesssesssesssessens 26

26a. Drosera intermedia very common; Scirpus pungens minor to absent..............ecveenene
.................... Juncus dichotomus - Drosera intermedia Herbaceous Vegetation

26b. Drosera intermedia absent; Scirpus pungens COMIMON ..........c.ecververrereverereesseerseesnens
...................... Scirpus pungens - Fimbristylis castanea Herbaceous Vegetation
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