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H-PDOG  Prairie Dog Town Grassland Complex
Range and Distribution

Associations and Alliances

Prairie Dog Town Grassland Complex

Common Species 5
Aristida oligantha |
Conyza ramosissima

Kochia scoparia - |
Seteria pumila

Oxalis dillenii
Cirsium ochrocentrum
Mollugo verticillata
Asclepias verticillata

Description
This type was only found on the Santa Fe Trail Ruts Site. The prairie dog town here is noteworthy for its short (< 20
cm) vegetation, limited diversity, and regular-spaced prairie dog holes. Prairie dogs kept sight lines open by clipping
all plants, with the exception of Cirsium ochrocentrum. Many of the plants were annual, growing in nearly
monotypic patches. In 2005, the north end of the Santa Fe Ruts Site was dominated by Setaria pumila, the center by
Aristida oligantha, and the east side by a combination of Conyza ramosissima, Kochia scoparia, Oxalis dillenii and
Convolvulus arvense. On both sets of imagery this type contained a very characteristic signature consisting of an
intricate patchwork of lines and holes. This type was mapped to the extent of the disturbance caused by the prairie
dogs.

Photo Signature Examples

Representative Ground Photo
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Prairie Dog Town Grassland Complex

COMMON NAME  Prairie Dog Town Grassland Complex

FORMATION CLASS \Y/ Herbaceous vegetation

FORMATION SUBCLASS V.D Annual graminoid or forb vegetation

FORMATION GROUP V.D.2 Temperate or subpolar annual grass or forb
vegetation

FORMATION SUBGROUP V.A.2.N Natural/semi-natural temperate or subpolar
annual grasslands or forb vegetation

RANGE

Globally

This association has been derived based on data from the Black Hills. Rangewide data
has not yet been compiled.

Fort Larned National Historic Site
Prairie dog town grassland complex is found only at the remote Santa Fe Trail Ruts Site
of Fort Larned National Historic Site.

ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION

Globally
This association has been derived based on data from the Black Hills. Rangewide data
has not yet been compiled.

Fort Larned National Historic Site
Prairie dog town grassland complex is found on level to moderately sloping sites of all
aspects on highly disturbed soil.

MOST ABUNDANT SPECIES
Globally

Strata Species
Information not available

Fort Larned National Historic Site
Strata Species
Herbaceous  Aristida oligantha, Conyza ramosissima, Kochia scoparia, Seteria
pumila, Oxalis dillenii, Cirsium ochrocentrum
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CHARACTERISTIC SPECIES

Globally
Strata Species
Information not available

Fort Larned National Historic Site

Strata Species
Herbaceous  Aristida oligantha, Conyza ramosissima, Mollugo verticillata, Asclepias
verticillata

VEGETATION DESCRIPTION

Fort Larned National Historic Site
The prairie dog town is noteworthy for its short (< 20 cm) vegetation, limited diversity,
and regular prairie dog holes. Prairie dogs keep sight lines open by clipping all plants,
with the exception of Cirsium ochrocentrum. Many of the plants are annual, growing in
nearly monotypic patches. In 2005, the north end of the Santa Fe Ruts Site was
dominated by Setaria pumila, the center by Aristida oligantha, and the east side by a
combination of Conyza ramosissima, Kochia scoparia, Oxalis dillenii and Convolvulus
arvense.

MAP CODE: PD (Prairie Dog)

MAP UNITS

PD.A = Aristida dominated
PD.S = Setaria dominated
PD.W = Mixed Weeds

PLOTS:
PD.A = AP, AQ, BA
PD.S = BB, BC, BD

PD.W = AO, AR, AS, AT

74




	H-PDOG Prairie Dog Town Grassland Complex
	Prairie Dog Town Grassland Complex



