
Ouray National Wildlife Refuge Vegetation Mapping Project 

Parryi Rabbitbrush – Black Greasewood Shrubland [Provisional] (Map Code 14) 
 
Location: The Ericameria parryi – Sarcobatus vermiculatus Shrubland occurs in small stands 
on the outer edges of the Green River floodplain.  One stand of Ericameria nauseosus was 
observed with in this type, just north of Wyasket Bottom.  A few stands of Ericameria parryi 
have become established adjacent to Sarcobatus vermiculatus shrublands near the Fish 
Hatchery. 

 
Signature:  Parryi rabbitbrush appears similar to other floodplain shrubs on CIR photography.  
It appears dark red to black usually on a blue to to grey background.  Due to its limited 
distribution this type was mapped primarily from known locations and field verification.  It 
can be separated from the other rabbitbrush based on its lower poistion on the landscape 
and its darker (caused by more vegetation) and courser (caused by larger shrubs) signature. 

17 

Plot 16 Plot 57 Plot 23 

14

14

14

Photograph 8-7 with Mylar 
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