
Ouray National Wildlife Refuge Vegetation Mapping Project 

Saltgrass Herbaceous Vegetation (Map Code 40) 
 
Location:  Distichlis spicata Herbaceous 
Vegetation occupies flats on floodplain 
terraces within the Green River floodplain.  
This vegetation type is readily invaded by 
salt-cedar, and the most open stands 
observed were in Brennan Flats, Leota 
Bottom, and Sheppard Bottom. 

Signature:  This type exhibited 
a very pale green to light blue 
signature resulting from little 
green vegetation.  Texture for 
this type was generally course 
due to the presence of salt 
cedar and other shrubs.  This 
type was partly delineated 
based on its topographic 
position in the floodplain. 
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Photograph 6-5 magnified with Mylar
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