USGS-NPS Vegetation Mapping Program
Tuzigoot National Monument

Aristida purpurea — Krameria parvifolia Herbaceous Vegetation

COMMON NAME Purple three-awned needlegrass—Range ratany Herbaceous
Vegetation

SYNONYM None

TNC SYSTEM Terrestrial

PHYSIOGNOMIC CLASS Herbaceous

PHYSIOGNOMIC SUBCLASS Perennial graminoid

PHYSIOGNOMIC GROUP Temperate or subpolar perennial grassland with a shrub layer

FORMATION Medium-tall temperate grassland with an extremely xeromorphic
shrub layer

ALLIANCE Aristida purpurea Herbaceous Alliance

CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENCE LEVEL 3

RANGE
Undescribed type and distribution unknown.

Tuzigoot National Monument
This association is found on the north end of the hill capped with the ruins.

ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION

Tuzigoot National Monument

This community occurs on eastern exposures with approximately 20 degree slopes. Soils are light
colored, well- drained, sandy loam. The soil was derived from limestone parent material.

USFWS WETLAND SYSTEM Not applicable
MOST ABUNDANT SPECIES
Globally

Information not available.

Tuzigoot National Monument

Strata Species
Shrub Krameria parvifolia, Acacia greggii, Yucca baccata, Yucca elata
Herbaceous Aristida purpurea, Bouteloua curtipendula, Tridens muticus, Allionia

incarnata, Capsella spp.

DIAGNOSTIC SPECIES
Globally
Information not available.
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Tuzigoot National Monument
Aristida purpurea >25% cover, Krameria parvifolia

VEGETATION DESCRIPTION
Globally
Information is not available.

Tuzigoot National Monument

This association has a well-developed grass component both in total cover (over 50%) and diversity of
grass species. Aristida purpurea is by far the most common grass, followed in abundance by two
perennial species of Bouteloua and Erioneuron mutica. Shrub cover is scattered and varied. Acacia
greggii and two Yucca species are the most prominent shrubs, although the short shrub, Krameria
parviflora, contributes the most cover to the community.

OTHER NOTEWORTHY SPECIES None
CONSERVATION RANK G?
RANK JUSTIFICATION Not applicable

COMMENTS
This association has affinities with warm, temperate, semi-desert grasslands.

On top of the bluffs, north of the plot, this association intergrades with the Larrea tridentata/Aristida
purpurea association. Where this vegetation type is disturbed through road construction, it is prone to

invasion by Eriagrostis lehmanniana.

REFERENCES None
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