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BBSF - Bog Birch-Willow Shore Fen

Photo credit: Michael Lew-Smith

The Bog Birch-Willow Shore Fen Map Unit (BBSF) represents the Bog Birch - Willow Shore Fen
Association. This association is commonly found along the minerotrophic margins of large peatlands,
confined basin peatlands, or peatland lakeshore complexes. However, the map unit was applied only to
peatland lakeshore complexes. The substrate is deep fibric Sphagnum peat. The water regime is saturated,
and hummock and hollow microtopography is well developed. The shrub layer is dominated by bog birch;
however, alder and willows are common.

BBSF-1A5

BBSF-1AS5 appears as olive-green and orange with a light yellow
overcast. The texture is slightly rough and mottled. The bog
birch is light yellow and dull olive-green and the Sphagnum
mosses and ericaceous dwarf-shrubs are orange with deeper
olive-green. The bog birch forms a continuous canopy and is
evenly dispersed. The height of the shrubs falls within the 0.5-5
meter range. The photo was taken in September 1995.
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Area Report for BBSF Map Unit
# Polygons: 51

# Hectares: 238

# Acres: 588

Average Size: 5 hectares, 12 acres

Accuracy Assessment Results for BBSF Map Unit
The Bog Birch Willow Shore Fen Map Unit was assessed at 95% producers' accuracy (confidence
interval 84-106%) and 83% users' accuracy (confidence interval 67-98%).
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