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Prairie Dog Town Grassland Complex

COMMON NAME Prairie Dog Town Grassland Complex
SYNONYM Prairie Dog Town Grassland Complex
PHYSIOGNOMIC CLASS Not applicable

PHYSIOGNOMIC SUBCLASS Not applicable

PHYSIOGNOMIC GROUP Not applicable

PHYSIOGNOMIC SUBGROUP Not applicable

FORMATION Not applicable

ALLIANCE Not applicable

CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENCE LEVEL 3

USFWS WETLAND SYSTEM Upland

RANGE

Globally

This association has been derived based on data from the Black Hills. Rangewide information has not yet been compiled.

Wind Cave National Park
Prairie dog towns are scattered throughout Wind Cave NP. The largest are in the southwest part of the Park.

ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION
Globally
This association has been derived based on data from the Black Hills. Rangewide information has not yet been compiled.

Wind Cave National Park
Prairie dog town grassland complex is found on level to moderately sloping sites of all aspects, on highly-disturbed soil. This type is
best developed in dog towns on flat to gently-rolling terrain.

MOST ABUNDANT SPECIES

Globally

Stratum Species

Information not available.

Wind Cave National Park

Stratum Species

Herbaceous Aristida purpurea, Conyza ramosissima, Cirsium arvense, Dyssodia papposa, Verbena
bracteata

CHARACTERISTIC SPECIES
Globally
Information not available.

Wind Cave National Park
Aristida purpurea, Conyza ramosissima, Cirsium arvense, Dyssodia papposa, Verbena bracteata

VEGETATION DESCRIPTION
Globally
This association has been derived based on data from the Black Hills. Rangewide information has not yet been compiled.

Wind Cave National Park

The prairie dog town grassland complex type is variable in terms of herbaceous cover, averaging from 20 to 50% with patches of
100% cover common. Purple three-awn (Aristida purpurea) is often strongly dominant locally, but distribution is intermittent. Stands
typically are quite patchy in terms of species distribution, with dominance varying locally. Other local dominants include large-bract
vervain (Verbena bracteata), Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense), common hoarhound (Marrubium vulgare), dwarf conyza (Conyza
ramosissima) and fetid dogweed (Dyssodia papposa).
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Prairie dog town grassland complexes are patchy in terms of species distribution, with dominance varying locally within a stand. This
is typical of early successional species on disturbed sites.

OTHER NOTEWORTHY SPECIES

CONSERVATION RANK G?
DATABASE CODE CECX002003
MAP UNITS

The prairie dog town grassland complex corresponds to map unit 1, purple three-awn - fetid marigold herbaceous vegetation, on the
Wind Cave vegetation map.

COMMENTS

Wind Cave National Park

Prairie dog town grassland complex vegetation occurs on the naturally-disturbed soils of prairie dog towns. Prairie dog town
grassland complex vegetation is quite patchy, and variable in terms of species distribution, with dominance varying locally within a
stand. This is typical of early successional species on disturbed sites.

Prairie dog town grassland complexes at Wind Cave NP range from less than a half ha to over five ha in size. The prairie dog town
grassland complex type was well-surveyed during preparation of the vegetation map.
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